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Majors Roger and Melody Coulson

The open air was the means of introducing The Salvation Army to Major Roger Coulson’s mother when she and her twin sister visited the town of Mt. Airy, North Carolina on Saturdays.  They thought the group was interesting in their uniforms and the message of the Army group was captivating.

Later when the opportunity presented itself Major Coulson became involved in all of the activities of the local corps and was enrolled as a Jr. Soldier at the age of 7.

After graduating from North Surry High School in 1977 he attended college at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where he became very involved with Corps leadership to the point of being assigned the position of Corps Helper.

After a year of serving in Greensboro Major Coulson married Melody Anderson on June 13, 1981 and one year later after serving together in Greensboro they entered The Salvation Army School for Officers Training in Atlanta, Georgia as part of the Servants of God session.

In June of 1984 the Coulsons were commissioned as Lieutenants and appointed in command of the Baltimore Temple Corps.  After corps appointments at Cambridge, Maryland and Baltimore Patterson Park, Maryland; The Salvation Army appointed the Coulsons to command the Fort Pierce, Florida corps.  

During their time in Ft. Pierce two new corps were opened in Vero Beach, Florida and Stuart, Florida.  A capital campaign was completed to build a new Office/Thrift Store complex in the Fort Pierce command. It was also during that appointment that Major Roger Coulson completed an AA degree at Indian River Community College with an emphasis in accounting.  

In June of 1997 Majors Coulson were appointed to headquarters work in Charlotte, North Carolina where he was the Finance Officer and she the Social & Ethical Ministries Secretary.  After two years they were appointed to Washington, DC and then to Tampa, Florida where in both instances he was the Financial Secretary and she the Community Care Ministries Secretary and the Older Adult Secretary.

After nearly 24 years of active service the Coulsons were appointed to the Greater Baltimore Area Command as Area Commander and Coordinator of Women’s Ministries where they served for almost three years before being appointed to Columbia, SC as the Area Coordinator/Corps Officer and the Coordinator for Women’s Ministries/Corps Officer in January 2011.
Major Melody Coulson is the daughter of officer parents, Majors Harold and Shirley Anderson who served throughout the Southern Territory and as the Training Principals in the Western Territory.  Even though they are retired now and live in Wilmington, North Carolina, Colonel Anderson is the Public Relations Director for the Wilmington Salvation Army and Mrs. Anderson is involved with a group that sings weekly at the local hospital for patients who are undergoing chemo treatments.  Her father is a Rotarian having served his club as President and is a Paul Harris Fellow.
Spending most of her developmental years in Atlanta, Georgia, Major Melody Coulson still considers Charlotte, North Carolina home.  After high school graduation she attended Asbury College and Charlotte Piedmont Community College studying Early Child-hood Development.  It was during her attendance at CPCC that she met and married her husband.

The Coulsons have two children, Christopher and Christy Coulson who were born in Baltimore, Maryland during their appointment at Baltimore Temple. Christopher is married to Cristina McQueen Coulson and they have a son, Matthew, who is nearly five years old and a daughter Michaelah who is two. They currently are officers serving with The Salvation Army in Louisville, Kentucky. Christy Coulson presently is living and working in Lawrenceville, Georgia where she is actively involved in the Lawrenceville Salvation Army as the Christian Education Director.
Included in Major Roger Coulson’s family is his mother, Mary Ivey who is a retired Salvation Army employee and lives in Independence, Virginia. Major Melody Coulson’s family includes her brother Michael Anderson who lives in San Angelo, Texas where he works in communications and is involved with local theatre productions.

Majors Roger and Melody Coulson have attended The Salvation Army Brengle Institute which is held in Chicago, Illinois at The Salvation Army College for Officer Training.  Major Melody Coulson has also been appointed to the International College for Officers Training for the session that was held between October and December 2008 in London, England.  They both love being Salvation Army officers and their passion is the work of the Army with people in Corps and Centers of Service.

